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9 By the King. 


VA Proclamation for Reformation of the great 
abuſes in Weights and Meaſures, and for the due 
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8 
execution of the Office of Clerke of the Market of Our Houſhold, 8 
and throughout Our Realme of England. 95 
—Hereas by the Lawes and Statutes of this Our Realme of 8 


Q England, there ſhould be but one Weight and one Meaſure th:ongh- 
Aout the whole Realme; pet neuertheleſſe wee areinfozmed that there 
Hare ac this day in Cittes, Burroughes, and cozpozate Townes, and 
Y inmany other parts and places of this Our Realme elpectally in the 
Noꝛtherne and weſterne parts, and in Our Counties Palatine of 
Lancaſter and Durham, and Dominion of Wales) falſe and deteit⸗ 
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and all diſagreeing fron Our Standard, appointed to be the rule and 

direction fo2 them: And whereas wee are alſo infozmed, that many 

vnconſcionable perſons, haue, and doe vſe ſeuerall Weights end Mea⸗ 

(ures, with the greater to buy, and with the leſſer to ſell and doe alſo vſe falſe and deceitful 

beames and ballances, to the great loſſe and defrauding of Our Subtects, and eſpecally of the 
pooꝛet᷑ ſoꝛt, who are moſt ſenſible of the ſame : 

And whereas the Clerkeof Our Market, bythe Lawes and Statutes ofthis gealmte, ought 
by his Office to enquire of the ſaid abuſes,and to puniſh and refozme the lame, and ought allo to 
ſct reaſonable and indifferent Rates and Paiſes vpon Uictuals and other pꝛomſions, chiefly in 
times of Our Pꝛogreſſe; and to foꝛeſee that the lame be wholeſome and of good condition and 
qualitie in their ſeuerall loꝛts, and ought alſo to inflict aſwell pecuntarie as coꝛpoꝛall puniſhment 
vpon the offendoꝛs, accozding to the ſeuerall qualities and degrees of their offcnces : 

And whereas complaint hath beene made vnto Us of the great negligence vſed inthe crecu- 
tion ofthe ſaid Office; partly, foꝛ that diuers which are truſted as Deputies to execute the ſame, 
haue beene hitherto ignoꝛant what their power and Authoꝛitic is, and partly, becauſe divers of 
them haue beene very tareleſſe and remiſſe, and reſpecting onely their owne pauate gaines, extoꝛt 
vniuſt Fees, and either foꝛ fauour oꝛ reward ſpare the offenders, and neglect the publike Ser- 
utce wherewith they are truſted, 

wee therefoze hauing taken the Pꝛemiſſes into conſideration, and foꝛeſeeing how much the 
plentie of this zealme might be increaſed, and the frauds and abuſes now generally vſed in buy 
ing and ſelling, (eſpecially by Pnne-keepers and Uictuallers) might be ſuppꝛeſſed, if the Clerke 
of Dur Market by himſelfe, oꝛ by honeſt and diſcreete Deputies, diddiligently and faithfully in» 
tend the execution of the laid Office: And wee deſiringnothing moze (after the eſtabliſhing of 
true Religion, and the Seruice of Almightie God) then by all good meanes to further and ad- 
nance the Peate and Plentie of Our louing Subiects, haue thought fit by this Our ropall P20- 
clamation, to publiſh and make knowen to all Pur louing Subiects, aſwell, what by the Lawes 
and Statutes of this nealme ſhould and ought to be perfoꝛmed by the Clerke of Dur Micket 
and his Deputtes, as what Fees they may tuſtly require and take, and what courſes they ſhould | 
holde foꝛ the better execution of their Deruice, and what Accompt wee expect, and haue detcrun⸗ 
ned to require at their hands, concerning this Deruice hereafter. 
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Firſt, ee doe hereby ſignifie and declare, that the Office of the Clerke of Onr Market, (be- 
ing a very ancient Office of Dur Crowne) by the Lawes and Staturesof Dur Realme,ought 
to enquire ot all abuſes in Weights, Beames, Ballances, and Meaſures; and ought allo to 
enquire of all Falſities, deceipts and abuſes in the Trades of Millers, Bakers, B2zewers, 
Uinteners, Jnne-keepers, Alehouſe-keepers, Cookes, Uictuallers, Fiſhmongers, Butchers, 
Chandclers, Grocers, Mercers, Clothiers , Clothwozkers , Weauers, Lailours , B2okers, 
Tanners, Shooemakers, Smiths, Glouers, White-taWers, Maulſters, Cozne maſters, 
Colliers, vgoodmongers, and generally of all other Artificers, Tradeſmen, and other perſons 
whatſocuer,haung o2 bſing Weights oꝛ Mealures,alwvell to pꝛeuent deceipts and frauds, as to 
puniſh the lame. 

Allo he ought to ſearch and inquire , that all Uictuals and other things put to ſale by them, 
fo: the ſuſtenance oꝛ vle of maus body and al pꝛouiſions foꝛ their Holes oz their Cattel be whol⸗ 
ſoene, and of good qualitie, and that = Manufactures be welland wozkemanlike made and 
wꝛought. and that they ſell at, and foꝛ reaſonable and moderate gaines, and not at vureaſona- 
ble and exrceſſine pꝛices. 

And kurther, That they ought elpecially to inquire of, and puniſh all Fozeſtallers, Ingroſ⸗ 
ſers, and Kegratoꝛs, who by their inoꝛdinate deſire ol gaine, doe inhaunſe the pꝛites ofall things 
vendible,to the decay and ouerthꝛow of all publique and open Markets, and the hinderante ot 
all Zraffique and Commerce betweene man and man, aad to the intent that the Clerke of Dur 
Market map put in due execution that power, which by the Lawis giuen vnto him,fo2 the fur- 
therance of Our Seruite, and the leruite of Our Common wealth, wee doc will and ſtraitly 
tommaund That the Elerke of our Market, and his Deputies, doe from hencekooꝛth with all 
diligence execute the layd Office in all places, aſwell within the Uerge,m the times of Our Pꝛo⸗ 
greſſe, that our Nobles, Seruants, Lraine.and Duito2s attending vpon our Perſon, # Court 
may be wel and honeſtly vſed and demeaned, as in all other places and parts of this our Realm 
whatloeuer, And that trom hencefo2th hee keepe his Seſſions by hunlelfe, oꝛ his ſufficient De- 
putie oꝛ Deputies, once in euerp yeere at the leaſt, in the ſeuerall Counties of this Our Realme, 
and in as many plates of cuery County, as ſhall be moſt conuentent foꝛ the general perfoꝛmante 
of the Seruite, and caleof Our people: And that he o2 they giue knowledge in wating, of the 
Times t places, when ⁊ where their Sellions ſhalbe held by Pꝛetept, vnder Our Scale ofthe 
ſayd Office, to be directed to the high Conſtables within the circuit ofthe Seſſions, a conuentent 
time befoze ſuch Seſſions are to bee held: And that one oz moꝛe ot the Juſtites ofthe Peace of 

the Countie, inhabiting within the circuit ol that Seſſtons,may vpon reaſonable notice be pꝛe⸗ 
ſent at euerp Sellions, the better to aſſiſt the Clerke of the Market, and to ſee Juſtice equally ⁊ 
indifferently crecuted : And that the Clerke of Our Market, and his Deputies,dodiligentlyin- 
quire by the Dathes of twelue men at the leaſt, to be impannelled, returned x (wozne by him oz 
them in ſuch maner as anctently they haue beene accuſtomed,of al offences committed within 
the Pꝛetinct of that Deſſions,contrary to the Tawes, and inquirable by them. 

And that the chieke Conſtables of the Hundꝛeds, and the pettie Conſtables of enery Pariſh, 
and all other inhabitants there, (hall vpon their Oathes, (being thereunto required by Our 
Clerke of Our Market. oꝛ his Deputy) giue euidente to the Jurie ſo to bee impanneled. And be 
cauſe Mee are infoꝛmed that the greateſt deceipts and abuſes are tommitted, in Cities, Bou- 
roughs and Townes cozpozate, by the chiefe Officers there, who ought to refoꝛme themſelues 
and others within their ſeueral Juriſdictions: Our expꝛeſſe wil #commandementts,That they 
take ſpeciall knowledge of our pleaſure herein, and bend themſelues to a ſpeedie Refozmation 
and confoꝛmitie thereunto: And We will and command Hur Clerke of Our Market, and his 
Deputies to gine vs, oꝛ Our Countell true Ynfozmation of ſuch perſons as ſhall be found re- 
mille oꝛ refractarie herein, To the ende that they may be pꝛoteeded againſt in ſuch a courſe as 
their contempt ſhall delerue. 

And becaule Me are infozmed, that the Bupers (the pooꝛer ſoꝛt eſpetially) are much pinched 
by ſleights and deceipts vſed in mealuring: Wee doe therefoze hereby command the Clerke of 
Our Market, and his Deputies in all their Seſſions, to make tarefull and diligent enquirie of 
all ſuch falſities and deceipts, and that they ſuppꝛeſſe all hooped Meaſures,whichare oꝛ may be 
remooued deceiptfully at pleaſure, And Me do charge and command,that no Inholder oꝛ Hoſt⸗ 
ler, vſe any mealſure of Straw, oꝛ Wicker, oz double Mealure, to ſell, oꝛ vtter their Pꝛouender 
by:noꝛ vſe any Hoſterie meaſure , but ſuch as ſhalbe (ized e ſealed by Our Clerke of Our Mar⸗ 
ket. And that euery of them haue ſuch a ſealed Meaſure,continually hanging by a chaine at the 
dooꝛe of their Hoſterie, c all the reſt of their Meaſures in their Hoſteries to be anſwerable there⸗ 
unto, lealed, that ſo the Traueller, oꝛ Paſſenger map not be deceinedof his due meaſure. And 
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further, that there be no weights, o2 Meaſures vſed, by any perlon oꝛ perſons whatfoner, but 
ſuch as ſhall be of ſuch matter #ſubſtance,asarefit to reteiue and retaine the impzeſſton of Our 
Scale, and ſuch as ſhall be (ized by our Standard, and ſealed asafozeſaid,and accozdingly al⸗ 
jo wed and ſealed by Our Clerke of Our Market. And that no perſon oz perſons whatloeuer, 
dot buy oꝛ ſell, by any other weights oꝛ Meaſures, noꝛ vent their Commodities other wile, but 
vy ſuch ſealed weights and mealures as afozelaid. | 
And wee doe ſtraitly charge and command Our Clerke of Our Market, and his Deputies, 
that when any offence ſhall be diſcouered, and duely found out by them oz any of them, that 
hee oꝛ they dot not neglett noꝛ omit (either foꝛ fauour oꝛ reward) to aſſeſſe reaſonable Fines, 
and other puniſhments vpon the offenders, attoꝛding to the natures q qualities of their offen⸗ 
ces. and the condition of the offendours, And the ſame being lo alleſſed that he and they taule the 
lame to be duly eſtreated aud leuied vpon the offendoꝛs, foꝛ the vſe of Us, Our Heires and Sut⸗ 
ceſſozs , byſuch waics and meancs, as by the Lawes and Statutes of this Our Realmeare 
warranted and appointed, and that heerein they faile not, as they tender Our high diſpleaſure 
oꝛ would auoide that puniſhment which their negligence herein ſhall delerue. And becauſe Our 
Clerke of the Market of Our Houſholde, and his Deputies, may bee encouraged to execute 
their places with diligence and integritie, and may haue their iuſt and reaſonable Fees allowed, 
and may not exatt bniuſt Fees oꝛ Rewards to the grieke oz oppꝛeſſion of Our louing Subtects; 
Wee haue thought fit herewithall to limit and expꝛeſſe the due Fees, which he oz his Deputies 
onely (and none other ſuc!) officer) may require and take, as the ſame haue bene latelp exami⸗ 
ned and appꝛooued of, by the Lo2ds and others Our Officers of Hur Greenecloth, and lo re- 
mame reco2ded in Our Counting-houſe ; a Schedule whereof we haue Hereunto annexed. Aud 
f it (hall happen Our ſaid Clerke oꝛ anyof his Deputies, in the execution of their ſaid places, 
by cutting o2 paring any weight o2 Meaſure , (hall ſpoile 62 umpapꝛe the lame Our will and 
pleaſure is, that then hee o2 tizey (hall make p2eſent payment of the value thereof to the owner, 
02 if hee (hall directly 02 indirectly exact oz take any greater Fee oꝛ reward then by the ſaid 
Schedule is expꝛeſſed, vpon complaint made by anyof©ur louing Subtects,findingthemlelues 
iuſtly grieued therewith, to the Loꝛd Steward, Treaſurer, o2 Comptroller of Our Houle,the 
party offending ſhail haue his delerued puniſhment,and the partic wzonged (hall haue ſpeedie 
recompence foꝛ ihe lame. | 

And to the intent that Sur Deruice may be the better perfozmed, we ſtraitly charge and com: 
mand Our Clerke of Hur Market, that hee make no Deputy from hencefozth,but ſuch as ball 
be of ſufficicncie ⁊ ability to per foꝛme the place, and Which ſhall not himſelfe be either Uintener, 
Inne: holder, Uictualler, oz other Tradeſman, vſing the Trade of Buying and Selling: And 
that this Our Pzoclamation foꝛ the better inſtructing of all Our louing Subiects, hall befoꝛe 
the Feaſt of All: Saints now next comming, be pꝛoclaimed in euerp Market Towneth:ough- 
out Our Realme,and be hanged vp aad faſtenedin a Table in euery Market plate by an Offi- 
ter, where it may tontinue to be ſeene and read by any that will. 

And further, That it ſhall be read in euery Pariſh Church befoze the lald Feaſt of All Saints 
next comming, inafit time and ſpace, betweene the beginning and ending of Common Pꝛaper 
vpon the Sunday oꝛ Holy day, bythe Miniſter oꝛ Clerke of the Church, and ſo from thentekoꝛth 
once at euery Feaſt of the Annunciation of the bleſſed Uirgin Mary, and onte at eucry Feaſt of 
Saint Michael the Arch angel, by the ſpace offiue peeres next comming ;and ſhal be hangedvp 
and pꝛelerued in euery Church ina Table, to be leene and read at all tunes by any that will. And 
that the defaults of Officers, Miniſters, Clerkes, ⁊ Church wardens in this behalfe, ſhalbe en- 
quired ot, and puniſhed by Our Juſtices of Aſſiʒe, and Juſtices of Peace intheir Seſſions actoꝛ⸗ 
ding to their diſcretions, ascontemners of our Royall commandement. And wee doe ſtraitly 
will and command, That all Our Juſtices of Aſſize, Puſtices of Peace, Sheriffes, Our Clerke 
of the Market, his Deputie oꝛ Deputies, & all Mayozs, Bailiffes,and other Officers of Cities. 
2Bozoughs, Liberties #Lownescozpozate, high Conſtables,pettyConſtables, Tithing-m en, 
and other Our Officers and Minilters, in all plates whereſoeuer, doe cauſe this pꝛeſent Pꝛocla⸗ 
mation to be duelyexecuted,and to be from time to time ayding and aſſiſtingto their vttermoſt, 
bnto Our Clerke of Pur Market, and his Deputies, in the dueexecution of his Office, as they 
tender Our Deruice herein, the Common wealth of this Nealme, and Our high dilplealure. 


Gluen at White: hall, the ſecond day of February, in the Sixteenth yeere of Our Reigne of England, France 


and Ireland, and of Scotland the two and Fiftieth, | 
Naos 
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Maieſties moſt Honorable Houſhold, and all England, for the execution of 
his Office, ſet forth in Anno regni Regis | a c 0 81 eAnghe oc. xiijj. 


ANNO DO M. 1616. 


ofthe Owner thereof. liti.d. 

4 = fo:ſealing of euery halfe buſhell,foz entring the ſame,the Owners name, and _ 

ng plate. | i. d. 
Item, fo: new Sealing of euer leſſer Meaſure oꝛ weight, foꝛ entring the lame, with the names 
and dwelling places of the owners thereof. .d. 
Item, foꝛ recoꝛding of euery Uictuallers name, his dwelling plate, and foꝛ biewing and examt(- 
nation of euery particular Uictuallers Ale and Beere Mealures, be they neuer ſo man, and foz 
entring the lame. li.d. 
Item, foꝛ recoꝛding of euery Inholders and Uintners name, and dwelling place, and foz vie w⸗ 
ing oꝛ examination ofeuery particular Inholders and Uintners Ale and Beere, wine, and 
Hoſtery Mealures, be they neuer lo many, and foꝛ entring the ſame. itil. d. 
Item, foꝛ recoꝛding of the names and dwelling places of enery Butcher, Grocer, Chandler, 
Mercer, Dꝛaper, Clothier, oz any other perſon, entring of all their Weights, Meaſures Elles, 
Bards, Seames and Ballances,and foz trying and examination ot the ſame, be they _ ſo 
many. l. d. 
Item, fo? new Dealing of euery Elle 02 Yard, at both endes, entring the ſame, with the names 
and dwelling places of the owners thereof. {i.d, 
Item, foꝛ trying and examination of every Buſhellfozmerly ſealed, entring the ſame, with the 
name and dwelling plate of the owners thereof, li. d. 
Item, foꝛ the Trying oꝛ examination of euer leſſer Meaſure fozmerly Sealed, entring of the 
ſame, with the name and dwelling place of the owners thereof. .d. 
Item, foꝛ Trying and examination of enery eight and Meaſure of any perſon oz perſons that 
ſhall be found repugnant vnto his Maieſties Standard, which all ſell any Commodities by 
aleſſer weight oz Meaſure, oz ſhali buy any Commodities by a greater weight oꝛ Meaſure, to 
the deteipt of the Sublects. fl. d. 


Fat rſt, foꝛ ſealing of enery new buſhell, foꝛ entring the ſame, with the name and dwelling plate 


God ſaue the King. 


Imprinted at London by Bonham Norton, and 


lohn Bill, Printers to the Kings moſt 
Excellent Maieſtie. 


Anno M.DC.xvi1l 


- 
# 
* 
De. 
2g? 


— * = 
44 * 
8 
- * » 


— — — 
—_ 


— — — 
wi# 44 


— 


% 
} 


F 
; 
5 


a «ve = 4% MS wy 2 \ 4.) 
IAN A * — * Fils _ — — 12 22 1 ingen 3468 WF : IAC 0m YAY Sa 
C NY NI @ADE Q 1 2 4278 AS A 4 N = © 
C/* k - . = 6 hb — > 4 % ( } «£ A 4] W\, * "Rs —_— * m k — — 


>> eee 
* * N ok) AY wes > < 


FT%Y, 


